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What is a WHO Cooperation Strategy

“The WHO Country Cooperation Strategy (CCS) is a medium-term corporate
strategic framework to guide WHO’s work with Member States, taking into

account national context and needs.”
 

“The CCS is aligned with WHO’s General Programme of Work (both GPW 13
and GPW 14), regional frameworks and flagship initiatives, while it also aims

to accelerate the country’s progress towards achieving the health-related
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). CCS priorities also provide major

input to the development of the health component of the United Nations
Sustainable Development Cooperation Framework or its equivalent, and can

serve as an accelerator for the health agenda adopted by the UN Country
Team.”

https://www.who.int/about/general-programme-of-work
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Australia - W.H.O Country Cooperation Strategy 2018-2022
Signed by The Hon Greg Hunt, MP 9th October, 2017

“The Australia-WHO strategy is the first in the Region to focus on
how WHO and a high-income country can better work together.

It provides a vision for the Organization’s joint work with Australia
over the next five years to improve the health of Australians and
contribute to better health for people in the broader region and

beyond.”

“Against the backdrop of the 2030 Sustainable Development
Agenda, four strategic priorities have been identified to guide the

technical areas that will be a focus for ongoing cooperation
between Australia and the WHO Regional Office for the 

Western Pacific” 
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Australia / WHO Country Cooperation Strategy 

1.1 AIM

 ...”to strengthen and guide cooperation between agencies
responsible for Australia’s health portfolio and WHO in

mutually agreed priority in an effort to improve the health of
all populations in the Western Pacific Region and beyond.” 
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Australia - W.H.O Country Cooperation Strategy 2018-2022
Signed by The Hon Greg Hunt, MP 9th October, 2017

This collaboration is underpinned by three key foundations
of cooperation 

1) WHO contributes to the health of all Australians

2) Australia, facilitated by WHO, contributes to addressing
health priorities in the Region and globally

3) Australia and WHO work in partnership to promote
better health

 https://www.who.int/australia/publications-detail/WPRO-2017-DPM-028
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1) “WHO contributes to the health of all Australians
Australia looks to WHO as the pre-eminent leader in global health.
International norms and standards set by WHO influence the Australian
Government Department of Health’s development and delivery of
domestic health policy.

2) Australia, facilitated by WHO, contributes to addressing health priorities in
the Region and globally

Australia is well placed to share its experiences and expertise with other
countries, and also learns from other countries in addressing shared
health challenges. WHO facilitates sharing of expertise and experience
between Australia and other countries.

3) Australia and WHO work in partnership to promote better health
Australia and WHO collaborate closely to promote stronger partnerships
in support of improving health in the Region and globally. Australia also
supports WHO’s ongoing efforts to transform itself into a more efficient,
transparent, fit-for-purpose, country-focused organization - and in doing
so, to strengthen its leadership and convening role.”

 https://www.who.int/australia/publications-detail/WPRO-2017-DPM-028
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The Four Strategic Priorities as a focus for
partnership over the five years are

1) Health Security

2) People - centred Health Systems for Universal
Coverage

3) Regulatory Strenghtening

4) Working together to support to WHO in its efforts to
achieve organizational excellence

https://www.who.int/australia/publications-detail/WPRO-2017-DPM-028



1.4 Scope of this
CCS 1.4

“ The CCS has been designed to reflect the diverse roles and responsibilities
of Australia’s health portfolio agencies, which includes the Australian

Government Department of Health and a range of other technical agencies,
regulatory authorities, research councils and national data collection bodies. 

The Department of Health leads Australia’s engagement with WHO, in close
collaboration with several government agencies, in particular, the Australian

Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT). 

While this CCS presents opportunities for cooperation specifically between
Australia’s health portfolio agencies and WHO, Australia has additional
engagement with WHO, including through DFAT’s international aid and

development programmes. 

The strategic agenda contained in this CCS was developed by a small
working group composed of staff members of the Department of Health and

the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific in consultation with key
stakeholders in both offices.”



2. WHO: The
Global Guardian

of health

“ WHO is the world’s independent guardian and monitor of global
health. It fulfils this role through the core functions of:

negotiating international agreements to ensure they reflect country needs
and, in particular, the needs of the most disadvantaged populations;

providing evidence-based health information for monitoring global health
trends and setting priorities;

bringing together the world’s health experts, governments, civil society
and partners to help shape health policy;

developing norms, standards and guidelines based on the systematic
use of scientific evidence, driven by the needs and priorities of Member

States; and

providing high-quality technical expertise and facilitating high-level policy
dialogue.”
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The Australian public were not consulted
regarding the signing of the WHO Australia

Country Cooperation Strategy in 2017
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WHO Collaboration Centres

"WHOCCs are institutions (or subunits
thereof) that have been designated by the
Director-General to support the WHO as

part of a global network."

https://apps.who.int/whocc/Search.aspx


WHO
Collaboration

Centres

WHO Collaboration Centres
“Functions and role
The functions of the WHO collaborating centres are diverse, and may include
the following:

collection, collation and dissemination of information;
standardization of terminology and nomenclature, of technology, of
diagnostic, therapeutic and prophylactic substances, and of methods and
procedures;
development and application of appropriate technology;
provision of reference substances and other services;
participation in collaborative research developed under the
Organization's leadership, including the planning, conduct, monitoring
and evaluation of research, as well as promotion of the application of the
results of research;
training, including research training; and
the coordination of activities carried out by several institutions on a given
subject.”

https://www.who.int/about/collaboration/collaborating-centres

https://apps.who.int/whocc/Search.aspx
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WHO Collaboration Centres

“The main role of the WHO collaborating centres is to
provide strategic support to the Organization to meet two

main needs: 

 • Implementing WHO's mandated work and programme
objectives 

 • Developing and strengthening institutional capacity in
countries and regions.”

https://apps.who.int/whocc/Search.aspx
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WHO Collaboration Centres

797 Listed WHO CC’s Worldwide in 93 Countries 
supporting WHO Programmes

1) USA - 68
2) India - 58
3) China - 57

4) UK - 50
5) Australia - 45
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WHO Collaboration Centres

163 Listed WHO CC’s Worldwide in AMRO 
supporting WHO Programmes

1) USA - 68
2) Canada - 29
3) Brazil - 20

4) Argentina -12
5) Mexico - 10

6) Chile - 7
7) Uruguay - 2

8) Costa Rica - 2
9) Peru - 1

10) Jamaica - 1
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WHO Collaboration Centres

68 USA WHO CC’s  
supporting WHO Programmes

1) FDA - 1
2) NIH - 2

3) CDC - 15 Atlanta
4) CDC - 1 Fort Collins
5) CDC - 1 Washington 
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Terms and Conditions for WHO CC’s Version 2022
Funding / Intellectual Property

Declaration of Interests
Annex B Code of Conduct for WHO Experts 

"e.   undertake to represent their views in a personal and
individual capacity with the best interest of WHO in mind as
opposed to representing the views of their employers, other

institutions or governments."
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WHO Collaboration Centres
NETWORKS

1) Traditional, Complementary and Integrative medicine

2) Radiation

3) Nursing and Midwifery

4) Bioethics

5) AMR Survellance and Quality Assessment

https://www.who.int/about/collaboration/collaborating-centres/networks
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Some of the Active Australian WHO
Collaboration Centres

1) AHPRA for Health Workforce Regulation

2) TGA for the Quality Assurance of Vaccines and
Other Biologicals

3) TGA for Medicines Quality Assurance







GOARN Centres GOARN Centres
Global Outbreak Alert Response Network

326 Worldwide

A “WHO network of over 250 technical institutions and
networks globally that respond to acute public health events

with the deployment of staff and resources to affected
countries. Coordinated by an Operational Support Team

based at the WHO headquarters in Geneva and governed by a
Steering committee, we aim to deliver rapid and effective

support to prevent and control infectious diseases outbreaks
and public health emergencies when requested.”

https://goarn.who.int/















GOARN Centres GOARN Centres
Global Outbreak Alert Response Network

Australia has 25 of 326 world wide

1) Hunter New England Health
2) Clinical Excellence Commission NSW Health
3) University of Newcastle
4) Westmead Hospital
5) CSIRO
6) Burnet Institute for Medical Research and Public Health







WHO GHEC 

WHO GHEC
Global Health Emergency Corps

The vision of Global Health Emergency Corps (GHEC) ia a health
emergency workforce centred incountries and coordinated
regionally and globally, comprised of

Connected health emergency leaders
Health emergency surge capacities
Health emergency workforce

GHEC is a framework for enhancing health emergency workforce
capacity within health emergency prevention, preparedness,
response and resilience (HEPR) work, and a collaboration platform
for countries and health emergency networks.”

https://www.who.int/emergencies/partners/global-health-emergency-corps
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WHO GHEC
Global Health Emergency Corps

“Initiatives that are Vital Pillars of the GHEC as they bring together partners
and countries, and contribute to the common vision”.

Emergency Medical Teams initiative (EMT)
Global Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN)
International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI)
Public Health Emergency Operations Center Network (EOC-NET)
Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions
Network (TEPHINET)
Standby Partnership network (SBP)
Global Health Cluster

At the regional level, efforts are underway to adapt the concept and platform
of the health emergency corps to each context.”

https://www.who.int/emergencies/partners/global-health-emergency-corps





Investigate your
WHO CC’s in
your Country
and Region 

What can you do?

So many of these WHO CC’s are public institutions. 

Investigate to see if your Country has a WHO Country Cooperation
Strategy.

Investigate and download your countries WHO Collaborating
Centres and their Terms of Reference

Investigate your Countries WHO GOARN Centres

Learn about the GHEC program and how it is being implemented in
your Country
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Please reach out
if you would like

a hand

lucinda@wch-australia.org

Thank You

 

 


