STATEMENT FROM SWITZERLAND

DEMAND PANDEMIC JUSTICE

Why the Privileges and Immunities of the WHO and Protected Persons Must Be
Reconsidered

B DEMAND PANDEMIC JUSTICE - Revoke Diplomatic Immunity for WHO
- https://youtu.be/fZ26RnY7Bx4

Swiss Association WIR calls for a fundamental review of the privileges and immunities
enjoyed by the World Health Organization under the respective legal frameworks applicable
in Switzerland and the United States, and to determine precisely which WHO officials or other
persons benefit from such protections, to what extent, and under which legal authority.

Switzerland is not merely the host country of the WHO. As host state to numerous international
organizations, it carries a particular responsibility to ensure that international cooperation does
not create areas in which meaningful accountability becomes impossible.

The United States has its own legal framework governing privileges and immunities of
designated international organizations, including the International Organizations Immunities
Act (I0IA) of 1945, under which the WHO was designated in 1948. The legal foundations in
Switzerland and the United States are different and must therefore be examined separately.

Diplomatic, institutional and functional immunities exist for an important reason: to protect the
independent exercise of legitimate international functions. But such protections must not
become an improper barrier to legitimate investigation, judicial scrutiny or accountability where
credible evidence of misconduct or violations of law exists.

Immunity must not mean impunity.

The COVID-19 pandemic affected billions of people and led to extraordinary interventions in
public health, civil liberties, economies, education and everyday life. Decisions were taken
whose consequences will be examined for years to come.

At the same time, important questions concerning the origins of SARS-CoV-2, Gain of Function
and other high-risk biological research, research funding, laboratory safety and oversight,
conflicts of interest, pandemic decision-making, vaccine policy and the relationships between
governments, international organizations, private foundations, pharmaceutical companies and
research institutions remain the subject of public, scientific and political scrutiny.


https://youtu.be/fZ26RnY7Bx4

Citizens have a legitimate right to answers.

They have a right to know who made decisions, on what evidence, with whose funding, under
which agreements and what mechanisms exist to establish accountability where wrongdoing
may have occurred.

Swiss Association WIR therefore calls for:

¢ A comprehensive legal and parliamentary review of the privileges and immunities
enjoyed by the WHO under the respective legal frameworks applicable in Switzerland
and the United States.

¢ Full transparency regarding the treaties, host-state agreements, legislation, executive
instruments and other legal provisions governing those privileges and immunities.

¢ Clear disclosure of whether, and to what extent, WHO officials and other persons or
entities benefit from immunity or comparable legal protections, under precisely which
legal authority, and who has the power to waive such immunity.

e Examination of the circumstances in which immunity may be waived where credible
evidence warrants independent judicial investigation.

e Independent and evidence-based investigation of unresolved questions surrounding
pandemic preparedness and decision-making, research funding, laboratory activities,
Gain of Function and other potentially high-risk biological research, and the
management of COVID-19.

e Full transparency concerning relevant financial relationships, grants, contracts and
institutional partnerships between governments, the WHO, research institutions,
pharmaceutical companies, private foundations and other organizations involved in
global health policy.

o Effective protection for whistleblowers, scientists, physicians, journalists and public
officials who provide credible evidence relevant to such investigations.

No international organization, government official, corporation, foundation or individual
involved in pandemic policy should stand above the law.

Our campaign is not an attack on international cooperation or public health. Public health

institutions can retain public confidence only when transparency, scientific integrity and
accountability are stronger than institutional self-protection.

Switzerland has a particular responsibility.

Geneva is one of the world's principal centres of global health governance. Decisions taken
within institutions based on Swiss territory can affect billions of people around the world.

Switzerland must therefore confront a fundamental question:

Can an institution exercise enormous international influence while those affected by its
actions have insufficient access to independent judicial accountability?



If existing privileges and immunities create unjustified barriers to legitimate investigation or
access to justice, those rules must be examined and, where necessary, reformed.

We therefore call upon the Swiss Federal Council, the Swiss Parliament, the responsible
authorities of the United States and other competent national and international judicial and
supervisory authorities to examine the legal frameworks governing WHO privileges and
immunities and ensure that such protections cannot improperly obstruct legitimate
investigations or access to justice.

This examination should not stop with COVID-19. The growing influence of One Health,
pandemic preparedness programmes, Gain of Function and other high-risk biological research,
and the increasingly interconnected relationships between governments, international
organisations, research institutions, pharmaceutical companies and private foundations deserve
transparent and independent scrutiny.

The issue is not whether any institution or individual should be presumed guilty.

The issue is whether institutions exercising enormous influence over global health policy are
subject to transparency and accountability proportionate to that power.

The international community is developing structures that will govern responses to future
health emergencies. If those structures are to command public trust, accountability cannot be
optional.

No censorship of legitimate questions.

No immunity from legitimate scrutiny.

No institution above the law.

The world deserves transparency.
Victims deserve answers.

And where evidence establishes violations of law, those responsible must face due process and
accountability, regardless of position, institution, nationality or status.

DEMAND PANDEMIC JUSTICE.

Swiss Association WIR
Switzerland

Follow the evidence wherever it leads.
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